WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 . A container for dispensing transdermal dosage forms comprising: 
5 a housing having a first compartment and a second compartment, the first 

compartment having an inlet of a sufficient size to receive a used transdermal dosage form, 
the second compartment having an outlet of a sufficient size to dispense an unused 
transdermal dosage form, and 

a detector of used transdermal dosage forms placed in the inlet to permit the 
10 dispensing of an unused transdermal dosage form from the outlet. 

2. The container of claim 1, wherein the second compartment contains a plurality 
of unused transdermal dosage forms. 

3. The container of claim 2, wherein the second compartment contains a plurality 
of unused patches. 

1 5 4. The container of claim 1, further comprising a CPU in communication with the 

detector, the CPU permits receipt of a used transdermal dosage form through the inlet. 

5. The container of claim 4, wherein the CPU permits receipt of the used 
transdermal dosage form through the inlet before an unused transdermal dosage form is 
dispensed through the outlet. 

20 6. The container of claim 1, wherein the detector comprises a bar code scanner. 

7. The container of claims 1 , wherein the detector comprises a hologram reader. 



13 



8. The container of claim 1, wherein the detector detects the placement of a used 
untampered transdermal dosage form proximate to said inlet. 

9. The container of claim 1, wherein said first compartment is sealed from said 
second compartment. 

10. The container of claim 2, wherein the transdermal dosage forms contains an 
active agent. 

11. The container of claim 10, wherein the active agent is an opioid. 

12. A container for dispensing transdermal dosage forms comprising: 

a housing having a first compartment and a second compartment, the first 
compartment having an inlet of a sufficient size to receive a used transdermal dosage form, 
the second compartment having an outlet of a sufficient size to dispense an unused 
transdermal dosage form, and 

means for detecting when a used transdermal dosage form has 
been placed in the inlet to permit the dispensing of an unused transdermal dosage form from 
the outlet. 

13. The container of claim 12, wherein the second compartment contains a 
plurality of unused transdermal dosage forms. 

14. The container of claim 13, wherein the second compartment contains a 
plurality of unused patches. 
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15. The container of claim 12, further comprising a CPU in communication with 
the detector, the CPU having means for permitting receipt of a used transdermal dosage form 
through the inlet. 

16. The container of claim 15, wherein the CPU having means for permitting 
receipt of the used transdermal dosage form through the inlet before an unused transdermal 
dosage form is dispensed through the outlet. 

17. The container of claim 12, wherein the means for detecting includes scanning a 
bar code. 

1 8. The container of claims 1 2, wherein the means for detecting includes reading a 
hologram. 

19. The container of claim 12, wherein the means for detecting detects the 
placement of a used untampered transdermal dosage form proximate to said inlet. 

20. The container of claim 12, wherein said first compartment is sealed from said 
second compartment. 

21. The container of claim 13, wherein the transdermal dosage forms contains an 
active agent. 

22. The container of claim 21, wherein the active agent is an opioid. 

23. A method of dispensing unused transdermal dosage forms comprising the steps 

of: 

(a) providing a patient with a first container for receiving used transdermal dosage 
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forms and dispensing unused transdermal dosage forms; and 

(b) rewarding the patient upon the return of the container with used transdermal 
dosage forms. 

24. The method according to claim 23, wherein said rewarding step includes 
selling said new container at a lower price than the cost of said first container. 

25. The method according to claim 23, wherein said rewarding step includes 
providing said patient with coupons. 

26. The method according to claim 23, wherein said rewarding step includes 
providing said patient with funds. 

27. The method according to claim 23, wherein the unused transdermal dosage 
form contains an active agent. 

28. The method according to claim 27, wherein the active agent is an opioid. 

29. A method of dispensing unused transdermal dosage forms comprising the steps 

of: 

(a) providing a patient with (i) a first container for receiving used transdermal dosage 
forms and dispensing unused transdermal dosage forms; and (ii) means of rewarding the 
patient upon the return of the container with used transdermal dosage forms. 

30. The method according to claim 29, wherein said means of rewarding includes 
selling said new container at a lower price than the cost of said first container. 
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31. The method according to claim 29, wherein said means of rewarding includes 
providing said patient with coupons. 

32. The method according to claim 29, wherein said means of rewarding includes 
providing said patient with funds. 

5 33. A device for the regulated dispensing of medication comprising: 

a container having a first compartment and a second compartment; 
a detection device disposed in relation to said first compartment, said first 
compartment comprising: 

an used dosage form inlet being unidirectional, wherein said detection device 
10 determining the presence of a used dosage form at said used dosage form inlet and generating 
a data signal in response to the recognition of said used dosage form; 

an inlet door being selectively opened and closed in response to said data 
signal received from said detection device to access said used dosage form inlet, said 
detection device generating a second data signal in response to said used dosage form being 
15 identified at said used dosage form inlet and disposed in said first compartment, said detection 
device transmitting said second data signal to said second compartment, 
said second compartment comprising: 

an unused dosage form outlet being unidirectional and dispensing an unused 

dosage; 

20 an outlet door being selectively opened and closed in response to said second 

data signal received from said detection device to access said unused dosage form outlet. 

34. The device according to claim 33, wherein said detection device is disposed 
within said first compartment. 

35. The device according to claim 33, wherein said used dosage being a 
25 transdermal patch and wherein said unused dosage being a transdermal patch. 
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36. The device according to claim 33, wherein said used dosage further comprises 
a tamperproof identification being detected by said detection device. 

37. The device according to claim 36, wherein said tamperproof identification 
comprises at least one of a barcode, a hologram, an electromagnetic transmitter and a key 
form. 

38. A method of dispensing an unused transdermal dosage forms and receiving 
used transdermal dosage forms, said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a container having a first compartment for receiving used transdermal 
dosage forms and a second compartment for dispensing unused transdermal dosage forms; 

scanning a used transdermal dosage form proximate to an inlet of the first 
compartment to verify that a used transdermal dosage form is being receiving in the first 
compartment; 

communicating with an outlet mechanism of the second compartment that a used 
transdermal dosage form has been receiving in the first compartment; and 

dispensing an unused transdermal dosage form from an outlet of the second 
compartment. 

39. The method according to claim 38, wherein the scanning step verifies that a 
used untampered transdermal dosage form is being received in the first compartment. 

40. The method according to claim 39, wherein the used transdermal dosage form 
is received in the first compartment before an unused transdermal dosage form is dispensed 
from the outlet of the second compartment. 

41. The method according to claim 40, wherein said dispensing step occurs only 
after a predetermined amount of time has elapsed since the immediate previous dispensing of 
an unused transdermal dosage form. 
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42. The method according to claim 38, wherein a medical dispensing technician 
fills the second compartment with unused transdermal dosage forms. 
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